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DURING the Seffion of the General an the 
prefent Spring, the Federal Members of the Houfe of 
Repre/fentatives, and a number of perfons from different 
parts of the State, met to confider the fituation of public 
affairs. After converfing freely, on the fubject, it was 
unanimoufly agreed to publifh a lift of names for the Nom- 
ination to be made in September next, and with that,an 
Addrefs to the Freemen : State. Such an Addrefs 
was drawn by a Committee appointed for that purpofes 
and reported to an adjourned meeting, by whieh meeting 


it was unanimoufly accepted, and ordered to be publifhed. 
The object of it-witt-befound inthe Addrefs itfelf. It 
govern- 


is trufted that no man, who wifbes well 
ment, and inftitutions of thé State, will read it with in- 
difference. That the times require unron and EXERTION 
on the part of the friends to good order, and the freedom 
and happine/s of the State, no good man will deny. If 
this Addrefs foall have any effedt in producing that 
unton and EXERTION, the object of thofe by whofe di- 
rections it is publifbed will be fully anf 
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FELLOW CITIZENS, 


i HE political diffenfions, which have difturbed the tran- 
juility of this State, for the laft two years, have been felt and’ 
regretted by every virtuous and well informed man. The 
origin of thefe diflenfions is:.fo well known, that it cannot be 
. neceflary, at this time, toexamine or explain it. It is fufh- 
cient to fay, that they have produced a combination, which 
threatens to fubvert the eftablifhied inftitutions and habits of 
_ the State. This is an unufual ftate of things, and in every 
: refj & greatly to be regretted. 
tom the firft fettlement of Connedticut, our form of gov- 
ernment has been fubftantially the fame. The bafis on which 
it refts, is civil and religious liberty. Thefe have been, in a 
great ener fecured and perpetuated by a mild, yet fteady 
dire&tion: vernment to te ne of thofe fchools and 
inftitutions hich tend to” Ow ue—by 
confiding t e management af affine to men of i integrity and’ 
experience, and by the free and'unbiaffed exercife of the right 
of fuffrage. 
The benefits which have refulted from this fyftem and 
thefe habits, have been felt by all. They have been the fubjeé 
of our fondeft recollection, and the object of admiration to 
. our neighbours.» ‘They have produced as much happinefs to 

our anceftors on their pofterity, as was ever experienced by 
an equal number of individuals under any form of govern- 
ment. To thefe truths, it is prefumed, the people of the State 
will generally aflent. They have felt the benefits of our gov- 
ernment, and they poffefs too much information to be igno- 
rant of the caufes from which thefe benefits have atifen. 

To admit the poflibility, that a majority of the people-of 
this State would confent to exchange the fyftem, which has 
produced fo much good, for vifionary theories, or the mad. 
projects of defigning men,,would be an infult to the good 
tenfe and information for which they have been fo juftly 
characterized. It is neceflary only to be apprized of a danger, 
to induce them to unite and to defeat it. 
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The combination, which has been formed againft the infti- 


‘tutions of the State, is formidable only in one point of view. 


The leaders, who conduét it, are principally thofe who are 
enjoying the favors and emoluments of the national govern- 
ment. Having much at ftake as individuals, they have made 
great exertions, and have formed an organized body, for ex- 
tending their influence into every county, town and parifh. 
Their objet is, to fubvert the fyftem of our State govern- 
ment—to remove from office all thofe venerable men who 
have hitherto conduéted our affairs, and to fill their places 
with individuals from their own body. : 

The effe& of this combination has been feen in the refult 
of the late ele€tion. It was to be expected, that an organized 
eppofition againft the government, extending into every {mall 
corporation of the State, would produce confiderable effect. 
The mifreprefentations which have been circulated, and the 
perfeverance with which they have been diffufed, muft, for a 
time, make an impreffion on individuals who had not before 

" particularly attended to public tranfa€tions. Thefe individ-' 
uals, it cannot be doubted, would ultimately form corre 
opinions of the ftate of our affairs, if left to their own good: 
fenfe, unbiaffed by party. ‘The events however, which have 
taken place within our view, are fuflicient to prove, that this 
will not be the cafe, and that the favorite proje€t of revolu- 
tionizing Connecticut will not be relinquifhed.” Exertions 
will be continued, to prévent the_mifinformed from obtaining 
corre infornmation, and to increafe the profelytes of democ- 
racy. It is to be expected, that a nomination, formed as has 


. heretofore been done, will be circulated with unceafing ac- 


tivity. And fuch is the difcipline which prevails in this party, 
that the vote of every man, who is’hoftile'to our State govern- 
ment, willbe given in fupport of the democratic ticket. 
Impreffed with thefe fentiments, the members of the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives, and a number of other perfons from 
various parts of the State, who are friendly to the Govern- 
ment of Conneéticut, have thought proper to meet at the 
State Houfe in this place, to deliberate on this novel fitua- 
tion, and to afcertain, by a free communication of opinions, 
whether it might not be requifite, to adopt fome meafurés, for 
imprefling on our fellow citizens the neceffity of refifting this 
combination, by a general and united exercife of the right of 
fuffrage in the choice of our State officers. It could not 
efcape the confideration of any perfon prefent, that a pro- 
ceeding of this nature was a deviation from the ancient prac- 
tice of the State—That it would be far better, that all the 
freemen fhould exercife their eleCtive rights without any in- 
terference whatever. But although the refult of the late 
eleGion had proved, that a large and decided majority of our 
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fellow citizens were determined to fupport the Government’ 
of the State, yet the form of our elections was known to be 
fuch, that the will of the majority might ultimately be defeat-. 
ed, fhould they not be united in their candidates. Itis nota 
majority, but a plurality of votes, which decides the nomina- 
tion for Affiftants. And a fmall minority, when ative and 
united, may prevail againft a large majority, who are negli- 
gent or divided. 

But how to forma lift of Candidates, which fhould be 
unexceptionable with refpect to the manner of making it, 
and which would probably unite the fuffrages of the free- 
men, is a fubject novel in this State and of great difficulty. 
If the people could univerfally aflemble, and deliberate on 
this fubje&t, they might afcertain the opinions of each other, 
before the day of election.* But. this, in the nature of things, 
is impoflible. Any attempt by a few individuals, to dire 
the public attention to a particular lift of Candidates, might be 
confidered as an officious interference with the right of fuf- 
frage. But, under the peculiar cixcumftances of the times, 
it was believed, thatthe people of the State would not deem 
it improper for the Reprefentatives of the towns, with fuch 
other perfons as were prefent, during the feflion of. the 
Legiflature, to fubmit to the freemen, a lift of candidates to 
compofe the nominatiom for Afliftants in September next. 
In this proceeding, it muft be eviderit, that we are aCting only 
on the defenfive. ‘Thofe who are attempting to deftroy the 
government of the Staté; have ted-the way—They form their 
fift, afd they unite to a man. 

if any other mode to accomplifh this obje& on the part of 
the majority, could be devifed, which would be lefs excep- 
tionable, it will be regretted that it was not purfued. But 
it is well known, that no colleCtion of perfons from the 
various parts of the State, equally numerous, will take place 
before the next eleGtion. “And it was believed, thata meet- 
‘ing compofed of the. Reprefentatives, and others, who 
happened to be prefent,: if they could a& with perfec 
unanimity, would be as fatisfactory to the community as 
any body of men who would probably aflemble. Under 
thefe circumftances, we have thought it proper to fub- 
mit a lift of names to the confideration of the freemen. In 
this meafure, we are united without afingle diflentient. Our 
meeting has confifted of two hundred and thirty individuals ; 
and our opinions have been formed from the beft information 
which could be obtained from every part of the State. We 
have determined nothing on this fubjeét in fecret—Our meet- 
ing has been public ; and without any other view than the 
prefervation of the government and in@itutions which are 
€qually dear to you and ourfeives, we publith the refult of our 
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deliberations. Nothing, we are fenfible, but that neceflity 
which all muft feel, will juftify this meafure.” If-it meets 
your approbation, we fhall be {atisfied. 
~ ‘The perfons, whofe names we have fubmitted to your cor- 
fideration, are all known to us. We are fatisfied, that they 
will be the moft generally approved by the freemen. The lift. 
contains thofe who now compofe the Council, five others 
who are in the prefent nomination, and three additional 
names from various parts of the State. We hall not con- 
traft this with any oppofition lift. You are the judges of its 
merit. If you approve of it, you will give it your fupport. 
Many of the gentlemen have long ferved the State in the 
Council. ‘Their virtues, their wifdom, and. their experience, 
have been known and felt. 

Whatever opinion may be formed of the proceeding we 
have adopted, there is one point to which it can never be im- 
proper to callthe attention of our fellow citizens ;—It is the 
importance, and neceflity of exercifing the right of fuffrage. 
This right is of ineftimable value. It is equally our fecurity 
againft power, and againft diforder.. Butit is in vain that we 
' poffefs it, if we forego the privilege from indolence or inat~ 

tention. To exercife this right with freedom and with judg= 
ment, is a folemn duty, which we owe the community, and: 
ourfelves. * : 

In this day of tumult, when. fuch efforts are made to de- 
{troy the principles of that Government which has been tranf. 
mitted to-us-by. our fathers,it-carmorbe improper to urge our 
fellow citizens, to attend without excéption at the freemen’s 
meetings, and to continue their attendance until the whole 
bufinefs is completed. Let no man excufe: himfelf with an 

- opinion, that he may remain at home, and. that the election 
will be fecure without his afiftance. Such an opinion might 
detain from meeting, a large proportion of the freemen. A 
general attendance will be decifive in favor of order and. gov- 
ernment. . : ; 

Thefe obfervations, together with the annexed lift, with | 
great deference and refpe€t, are fubmitted to the confidera- 
tion of the freemen of this State. 


In bebalf of the Mecting, 
JONATHAN INGERSOLE, Chairman. 

S. SAM. SMITH, Clerk of the Mating 

Hartford, May 3aft, 1803. « 
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The following is the Lift of Perfons agreed 

upon UNANIMOUSLY by the above-men- 

tioned Meeting, to be fupported for the 


Nomination, at the Freemen’s Meeting 


on the 19th Day of September next. 


Oliver Ellfworth, 
William Hillhoufe, 
John Chefter, 
Roger Newbury, 
Aaron Auftin, 
David Daggett, 
Jonathan Brace, 
Nathaniel Smith, i 
John Allen;x——— - 
“Chauncey Goodrich, 
William Edmond, 
Elizur Goodrich, 
Stephen T. Hosmer, 
Simeon Baldwin, 
Matthew Grifwold, 
Shubael Abbe, 
Jonathan Barnes, 
Jofeph Walker, 
Henry Champion, and 
Jabez Clark, J 


Efq’rs. 


